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BMI Group Says It’s Ready

To Start The Process Of

Retooling The Domtar Mill
In Espanola

By Rosalind Russell - More details about
the future of the Domtar pulp and paper mill
in Espanola has been released by the BMI
Group.

Owned by three brothers, Paul Veldman
says the company has successfully retooled
infrastructure at other properties and will be
carrying out a feasibility study at the mill to
take a look at diversifying it for opportunities
such as new paper or new types of biofuels.
He emphasizes they are holding discussions
with other groups looking at putting the
wood back to work with the goal to create
and keep jobs locally as well as at nearby
sawmills that once sold chips to the Espanola
mill.

He says the intention is to take the mill
from one single use to multiple, such as
prefabricated, engineered wood panels and
adds the pulping side will not be put back
on line.

Veldman adds they are also developing a
closure plan for the on-site landfill working
with the province to finalize a closure plan.

Continued on page two...

Behind the Beer Store in Little Current

705-368-3755
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ESPANOLA

Store

Winter Hours
Monday - 8am to 6pm
Tuesday - 8am to 6pm
Wednesday - 8am to 6pm
Thursday - 8am to 7pm
Friday - 8am to 7pm
Saturday - 9am to 5pm
Sunday - 9am to 5pm

Auto Service Hours
Mon-Fri 8-5

AFFORDABLE SOUTH BAY
WATERFRONT COTTAGE

This charming 2 BR 1 Bath waterfront
cottage comes with 2 separate sleep
camps, summer gazebo (built 2020),

sauna, loads of storage space and
offers a private & peaceful escape.

206 Southbay Drive,

Assiginack, Manitoulin Island
MLS #2121214 qIR
$359,900  _idhe

www.rolstons.com

1-800-461-0123 J.A. Rolston Ltd.

REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE

/

Insu‘rance\rates going up?

hczrdware 830 Centre Street '

705-869-2130

Call for quote today!
Retiree’s may quallfy for a

.1 15% group discount”
McCulloch INSURANCE...

HOME e AUTO ¢ RECREATIONAL e BUSINESS

705-869-4333

T TXTeTW-\ Espanola

1X6x4 ft Cedar
$3 | aa plus fax
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HSN Introducing A New Program In
Collaboration With Espanola Medical Services

By Rosalind Russell - Health
Sciences North is introducing
anew program in collaboration
with the Espanola Mental
Health and Addictions Clinic.

According to the release,

the program is looking for
individuals who would be
interested in joining group
therapy using Indigenous
wholistic ~ approaches  to
addiction care.

The wholistic approach treats
the whole self by targeting
mental, emotional, physical
and spiritual challenges.
There is no waiting list.
Anyone interested in more
information or signing up for
the programming, can access
the link on our websites.

Call intake at 705-675-4732,
ext. 4524.

A First-Ever School Esports League At CSC
Nouvelon Including La Renaissance

By Rosalind Russell - The
Conseil scolaire  catholique
Nouvelon is proud to announce
the launch of'its very first school

electronic  sports  (Esports)
league.

“We are committed to
providing school and

afterschool programming that
is diversified, innovative and
inclusive for all students. CSC
Nouvelon’s Esports league is a
structured, safe, welcoming and
fair environment that enables
students to build their sense
of belonging within a team
and acquire transferable skills
essential for the 21st century, *’
says Tom Michaud, Director of
Education at CSC Nouvelon.

It will be for students in
grades 5 to 12, and is currently
offered in nine elementary
and secondary schools to
explore entertaining  video
games while developing digital
literacy skills, sportsmanship,
teamwork, communication and

school involvement.

Based on responsible
citizenship, the new
extracurricular program intends
to contribute to the student
experience by providing new
opportunities for academic and
social development.

Once a week, 24 teams from the
nine participating schools play
virtual matches after school
hours.

Each team benefits from the

support of designated staff
members who act as coaches.
The integration of structured
and balanced electronic sports
into school life can also promote
inclusion and well-being.
Esports are competitive video
games played individually or as
a team.
Contrarily  to  traditional
sports which rely on physical
athleticism, electronic sports
encourage mental dexterity,
strategic thinking and fast
decision making.

The Espanola Lions Club would like to
thank the sponsors and volunteers who
made the 2025 Seniors’ Appreciation
Supper such a huge success.

Espanola Vending A. B. Ellis Teachers & Students
Louise Eccleston Tim Hortons

Espanola Elks Club 0.J. Graphix

Seniors Club Tanner's

Around and About Garnets Rental

Farquhar's Dairy Mayor Doug Gervais

Carole Hughes, M.P.
Apologies to those whose names we may have missed
This year was our 22nd Anniversary!
See you next year!
Dario Laurenti, Chairman

COMMUNITY NOTES)

North Shore Quilting & Stitchery Guild - Next meeting -
Wednesday, April 23, 2025 at 7:00 pm at the Espanola Royal
Canadian Legion. New members welcome.

Massey Area Museum Season opening — Saturday, April 26, 1:00
p.m. — 3:00 p.m. Open invitation : to all past present and future
members Special Dedication to Carolyn Heins who has served over
25 years as Curator May 3, 2025 Yard Sale at Museum 9 am

Massey Area Museum Bingo Nights - April 28, May 5, June 2,
July 7. 7:00 p.m. at the Massey Arena.

Webbwood Eagles #4269 Spaghetti Dinner — Saturday, May 3.
Eat in or Takeout 4:30-6:00 p.m. Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread &
desert.

Spring Vendors Market — Hosted by the Espanola Elks, May 10,
10:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m.

Voices of Spring Concerts - Saturday, May 3 at Espanola United
Church, 2:00 p.m. and Sunday, May 4 at St. Andrew’s United
Church, Massey 7:00 p.m. Admission is by Free Will Donation.

Soup & Sandwich - 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of the month. 1st Tuesday
at St. Georges, 3rd Tuesday at Espanola United - 11:30 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. All welcome.

Massey Seniors Fitness - Wednesday afternoons upstairs at Massey
Arena. Low impact strength, balance & stretching 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
and Gentle Movement focusing on balance, functional movement &
stretching from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.

Massey Seniors Social - Tuesday afternoons from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
upstairs at Massey Arena. Come for a fun afternoon of socializing,
games and snacks.

Free Espanola Community Luncheon - every second and fourth
Tuesday of the month, at The Lighthouse, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome.

Do you have a note for the community? We invite not-for-profit

organizations to submit information on their upcoming events in

writing no later than Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. 25 word limit.
E-mail: around@aroundandabout.ca

PAPERVYORKS

OFFICE & ART SUPPLIES

705-869-6883

email:around@aroundandabout.ca
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Espanola’s Biggest Variety
VISTA RADIO is now part of the iHeart Family ... all our radio stations will be available
on the iHeartRadio app! Expanding to iHeartRadio is part of Vista Radio's ongoing
mission to be more accessible and offer even more convenient ways for YOU, our
audience, to enjoy our content—anytime, anywhere! "Take us along wherever you
go—at the beach, in the car, or at work—with the iHeartRadio or Radioplayer Canada
app at my espanola.com https://wwwiheartradio.ca/en/download-the-apphtml or
simply keep listening to 99.3FM CJJM - Espanolal
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@“° e CBusiness Directory

High Circulation ¢ Competitive Rates
FREE distribution to your customers!
To Advertise in the Around & About
Business Directory, call 705-869-6883

LANDSCAPING &
L\ CUSTOM DESIGN

We are hiring!

Landscape Technician / Crew Leader

C/:) Centre Street
DENTAL
ESPANOLA
Now Accepting New Patien

For every new patient exam receive a FREE whitening kit!

83 Centre St, Espanola 705- 869-1511

STEVE’'S

PLUMBING & HEATING

705-863-2877
office@stevesplumbingheating.com

SALES AND SERVICE OF:  furnaces «fireplaces  hoilers
FREE ESTIMATES

@ TV Bingo

6:30 P.IM\.

Offering
same day
emergency
services
Dr. Chintan
Raval

Monday-Friday

9:00 a.m.-5:00p.m.

Esunu Wednesdays
Tune into

www.espanolalionsclub.ca
(follow link to TV Bingo)

Andrew Vondette
Computer IT. & Network Specialist
Laptop/Desktop/Server Repair & Sales, Mobile Device Support
Virus & Malware Removal * Tune up & Optimlzatlon
Operating System Install + Data Recovery + Hardware Upgrades
NEW//REFURBISHED LAPTOPS & DESKTOPS STARTING AT $125,00

V' GREENWAY
1LAND5CAPING — Tree hemoval

Property Mamtenance
Tree Removal - Commercial Snow Services
Power Sweeping Parking Lots - Wheel Loader Services
Dump Trailer Services - Aerial Lift Services

Continued from front page...

BMI Group Says It’s

Ready To Start The Process Of

Retooling The Domtar Mill In Espanola

He also reassures the community that the
local golf club will continue to lease that
property with a $1 lease per year.

The sale is now moving through the process,
he adds, and they are looking to close the sale
deal by next month, but neither Domtar nor
BMI have released the purchase price.

BMI will acquire more than a million square
feet of space within 100 acres of brownfield
properties and hundreds more acres of
woodland surrounding it.

Some of the buildings will be demolished,
he says, but many more will stay and be
retrofitted for various needs.

He adds capital upgrades to the hydroelectric

power and dam asset, how the mill provided
its own energy for over two decades, is
expected to be carried out over the next five
years and will require major investment,
likely in the millions.

The company has several properties across
Ontario, including former Resolute paper
mill sites in Iroquois Falls and Fort Frances,
and the former Norampac cardboard plant in
Red Rock.

BMI expanded its holdings last year in
acquiring a closed Domtar paper mill in
Port Huron, Michigan and another in Baie
Comeau, Que.

Photo by Rosalind Russell

All Set To Smile Once Again For A Great Cause — Can
Anyone Say Chunky Chocolate?

By Rosalind Russell - Tim Horton outlets
across our region are once again prepared
to put smiles on people’s faces with the
annual Spring Smile Cookie Campaign
and its feature snack, Chunky Chocolate.
Al Martin, the owner of three outlets in
the local area says the campaign will
run from April 28th to May 4th at all
franchises across Canada.

He says the Espanola and McKerrow
locations will be raising funds for the
Espanola Helping Hand Food Bank and
Little Current will support the Local
Food Manitoulin Association.

Blind River owner, Zia Darwish says

his outlets will be supporting the North
Shore Health Network.

And Elliot Lake owner, Erin Brunelle
says their campaign proceeds will go to
the men’s shelter, Larry’s Place.

All the owners are looking for frosters
to help out throughout the week, and
volunteers can contact their local
franchise to sign up for the sweet task.
Cookies are $2 each with 100% of the
proceeds going to the individual charities.
Volunteers can contact the individual
franchise or organization, In Espanola,
contact the food bank to sign up to be a
froster.

Espanola Follows Provincial Lead
For Priorities Especially Housing

By Rosalind Russell - Espanola Mayor
Doug Gervais says the municipality is
following the lead of the province when it
comes to priorities including housing.

He says as Mayor, he has been focused on
building strong working relationships with
fellow Council Members, staff and between
the two adding they have accomplished a
great deal since the start of the term in 2022
with housing development taking place at a
faster pace than ever in town.

He says council and staff are committed
to prioritizing housing development in
Espanola through the Strategic Plan and

have followed the Province’s lead in
welcoming development and reducing red
tape.

Gervais stresses the community made it
very clear that we collectively share these
priorities and commends the province on
their efforts to advance the priorities adding
he doesn’t expect that the Strong Mayor
Powers will have an impact in Espanola.
He adds council and staff stay focused
on continuing the implementation of the
Strategic Plan and working in the best
interest of the community.

FORALL OF

Call Iéerl 7?2-507—6496
W Singh Dentistry /‘! 3

Dr. Maninder Singh ‘

YOUR DENTAL NEEDS ‘

State of the art facility

Monday 9-5
We deal directly with Insurance Companies

Tuesday 9-5
Wednesday 9-5
Thursday 9-5
Friday 9-5 Free dental whitening kit with new patient exam
91 Tudhope St., Espanola  705-869-1880
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OFFERING SERVICES FOR

« New Builds « Renovations

» Service upgrades  Device relocation
* Hot tubs « Fire alarm « EV charging stath

EXPERIENCED IN
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL

705-919-2024 MRE23.LTD@GMAIL.COM

—~

NORTH STAR

CONCRETE FORMING

DRIVEWAYS - FOUNDATIONS - SIDEWALKS
519.801.5653




OBITUARY

GUIMOND, Marie Blanche Suzanne - Of
Espanola passed away at the Espanola
Regional Hospital on March 30th, 2025 at
the age of 75. Beloved wife of more than 56
years, to Rene Guimond. Daughter of the
late Edmond and Olive Godard. Cherished
mother to Dennis (Helen) Guimond of
Serpent  River. Leaving behind 7
grandchildren : Aimee, Cameron, Gabriel,
Kaeden, Julien, Paisley, and Lochlan, and 3
great-grandchildren. Loving sister to Red
(Vera), Richard (Orla), Roger (Ellie),
Pauline (George), Julie (Dave), Jack
(Audrey) and predeceased by her siblings, Paul, Gaston, Paul-Emile,
and Leonard. Will also be missed by many nieces, nephews, friends
and relatives. The family would like to thank Dr. Andre Michon, Dr.
Andrew Pearce, Dr. John Knox and all of the nurses of the critical care

unit.

Cremation with interment at a later date. Arrangements by
BOURCIER FUNERAL HOME, Ltd., Espanola.

STEWART - David Wallace April 25th
1961-April 14th 2025 - David Wallace
Stewart was born on April 25, 1961 in
Atikokan, Ont. to the late Richard &
Theresa (Fila) Stewart. David lived in
Espanola for the last 50 years where he met
and married his high school sweetheart and
best friend Sherry (Bourcier) Stewart.
David was the proud father of Ryan, Alyssa
and Nathan. David loved being a Papa to
Damien, Taylor, Lia and Sahara. David will
be deeply missed by his siblings Kenneth,
Diane and Bruce. David spent his childhood
growing up in Quetico Park, where the love of the great outdoors was
rooted into him. He spent as much time as he could hunting, fishing
trapping and was a huge fan of the Toronto Blue Jays. David enjoyed
sharing stories of all the adventures life had brought him with his family
and friends. He will be remembered for his big heart and his contagious
laugh. Rest in peace, dear David, you will be etched into our hearts and
memories forever. A Celebration of David’s life will be held at a later date.
Arrangements by BOURCIER FUNERAL HOME, Ltd., Espanola.

Real Estate  Rentals e Services
Lost & Found e Items For Sale
Prayers e Thank You e Notices
Personals e Vehicles
Special Occasion

CLASSIFIEDS

NS ==
705-869-6883

SERVICES

L & M CONTRACTING -
Book your spring projects now,
20% Discount. Specializing in
steel & shingle roofing. Decks,
siding, renovations, flooring,
windows. 705-936-6059. 6/10

EXPERIENCED HOME
RENOVATOR - Spec. in
windows & doors, siding, steel
roofing, decks, & all interior

renovations. Call Mark. 705-
862-2035. 4/22
CLAUDINE BICHETTE

REAL ESTATE - Residential,
Farms, Recreational and Distress
Sales. Serving Espanola & all of
Sables-Spanish Rivers Twp. Call
or text Chloe 705-918-2456. 3/11

ALAN WRIGHT, BROKER -
Local Real Estate Services, J.A.
Rolston Ltd. Looking to buy or
sell?  “Just call Al!” 705-869-
7568. 4/15

EXECUTIVE
— For all your plumbing
needs. 15 years experience.
Serving Espanola, Northshore,
Manitoulin, Sudbury. Call 905-
516-4865. 3/11 R

PLUMBING

ESPANOLA SELF STORAGE
— 6x8 and 8x10 Storage units
available in Espanola. Located
behind the car wash. Call 705-
869-8405. 4/1 -R

EXPERIENCED PAINTERS
- Quality work at Reasonable
prices. References available.
Bartering available. Call Gerald
or Janice at 705-583-2181. 4/1

LION LANDSCAPING &
CONSTRUCTION - Take
pride in your property! Decks,
docks and fences - reserve your
spot now. Lawn maintenance
packages available. Call: 705-
865-1039. Text: 249-878-7205.
Or visit us on Facebook.. 3/25

FOR RENT

OLIVADEL RENTALS - Only
2 left!! New accessible 2 bed, 1
bath apartments for seniors 55+
in Espanola. Starting at $1,950.
Available Sept or Oct 2025.
Join our Waiting List for other
upcoming rental options. Call
705-863-0487 or email rentals@
olivadel.com. TFN

SOCCER REGISTRATION

BALDWIN YOUTH SOCCER
CLUB is now taking registrations
for summer! Enhance your skills
with Coach Bob Rigby in our
development  program.  Also
offering exclusive training for
the NAIG 2027 tryouts. Players
born in 2012-2014 who want
the competitive edge, call or
email for details: 705-918-2456
/ BaldwinYouthSoccer@gmail.
com. Like us on Facebook - @
BaldwinYouthSoccer

CELEBRATION OF LIFE

Celebratlon of Life for

May 3, 2025
1:00 p.m.
Espanola Legion
370 Annette St, Espanola

(Service also to take place at
10:30 a.m. N
at the Espanola Cemetery) <\

Celebration of Life for
Dear Family and Friends, we
wish to invite you to a
Celebration of Life for Ron
Marcoux, to honour the loving
husband, father, grandfather,
great grandfather, brother and
friend he was. We will
celebrate Ron in a way that
honours his spirit, with music to
his beautiful voice, open hearts
and fond memories of endless
fishing adventures. So be

prepared to cast your favorite
fishing tale.

Looking forward to celebrating with all of you.
Saturday, April 26th, 2025,
1:00-4:00 PM
Legion Hall, 370 Annette Street,

Espanola, Ontario.
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